Kentucky Writing Scoring Rubric for Students
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	CONTENT

Purpose and Audience; Idea Development and Support

	The writing:

· Does not have a purpose 

· Is confusing for the audience

· Lacks idea development;  details may be random

	The writing:

· Has a general purpose  or  is hard to understand; does not stick to purpose
· Has language which does not fit audience
· Has very few details and/or details that don’t fit; may use some of the qualities of the type of writing
	The writing:

· tries to narrow purpose, but does not stick to it all the time
· attempts to write to the specific audience; may see the writer’s  voice and/or tone begins 
· has some details; may have repetition of ideas; may have some supporting details; will use some of the qualities of the type of writing
	The writing:

· has a purpose which  is easy to understand; sticks to the purpose
· writes to the audience; writer’s voice and/or tone is clear
· has lots of details; many supporting details; uses the qualities of the type of writing
	The writing:

· has a clear purpose that shows the writer’s unique way of thinking
· clearly writes to the audience; writer’s voice and/or tone is different from everyone else
· has lots of details that are very interesting; shows reflection and insight; skillfully uses the qualities of the type of writing to make an impact
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	STRUCTURE

Organization:  unity and coherence; Sentences:  structure and length

	The writing:

· is randomly organized
· may not have paragraphs; no transitions
· has fragments and run-on sentences throughout
	The writing:

· attempts to organize, but weak or ineffective
· may have a few transition words, but most are not effective
· may have incorrect sentences; may have short, choppy sentences
	The writing:
· is organized, but not always in the best way

· has some good transitions
· has simple sentences, with  little or no variety
	The writing:

· shows good organization; easy to follow
· has good transitions that may be words, phrases, or sentences
· has correct sentences with some variety in lengths and beginnings
	The writing:

· has organization which is interesting; catches and keeps the reader’s attention
· uses a variety of transitions to clearly tie ideas together
· has correct sentences; uses sentence variety to make an impact 
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	CONVENTIONS

Language:  grammar and usage, word choice; Correctness:  spelling, punctuation, capitalization, abbreviation and documentation

	Adapted from KDE Scoring Rubric by Sharon Thurman
	The writing:

· has several errors in grammar (verb tense, commonly confused words, pronouns, etc.)
· uses words that are incorrect or awkward
· has several errors in spelling, punctuation, capitalization and documentation of sources

	The writing:

· may have a few errors in grammar, but does not confuse the reader
· uses mainly simple language
· may have a few errors in spelling, punctuation, and  capitalization
	The writing:

· is not perfect, but not many errors in grammar
· uses effective language that gets your purpose across (vivid verbs, strong nouns, etc.)
· is not perfect, but not many errors in  spelling, punctuation,  and capitalization
	The writing:

· is not perfect, but good control of grammar; may manipulate for an impact
· uses rich language; very easy to understand and very interesting
· is not perfect, but good control of spelling, grammar, and punctuation; may manipulate for impact



	Scoring Criteria
	
	Complete/Incomplete Portfolios

	Purpose/Audience:  Purpose = Why am I writing?  What am I trying to accomplish? This might be to persuade, to inform, to entertain,  or to narrate (i.e. tell a story)

 Audience = Who am I writing this for?
· Narrow the topic; don’t write everything you know about the subject
· Use the correct form and qualities of the type of piece
· Use the most appropriate tone for your audience
· Let your unique voice shine through


	
	A portfolio is incomplete if it does not contain

· A table of contents page* which indicates the following:

· Required writing in each category (reflective, personal or literary, transactive, transactive with analytical or technical focus [12th grade only])

· Required number of pieces in each category

· 4th grade—3 pieces (1 in each category)

· 7th grade—3 pieces (1 in each category)

· 12th grade—4 pieces (1 in each category)

· Required number of content pieces identified by content area class

· 4th grade—no content piece is required to be identified

· 7th and 12th—one content piece other than English/language arts identified by content area class

· A signed Student Signature Sheet

A portfolio is also incomplete if any piece 

· is proven to be plagiarized
· is different from those listed in the Table of Contents
· is written in a language other than English

· demonstrates only computational skills
· consists of only diagrams or drawings
· represents a group entry
*Use of the Table of Contents page in the Kentucky Writing Handbook is recommended.

If a portfolio contains too many pieces, remove the first piece that may be removed without making the portfolio incomplete.  Repeat this process until the portfolio contains the correct total number of pieces, the correct number of content pieces, and the correct number of pieces in each category. 

 Adapted from KDE Scoring Rubric by Sharon Thurman

	Idea Development/Support:  helping the audience understand exactly what you want to say with reasons or main points and supporting details.  Use…
· several reasons or main points
· Relevant elaboration (i.e. show, don’t tell)
· Related connections and reflections

· Idea development strategies appropriate for the form (e.g., bulleted lists, definitions)

	
	

	Organization:  making every part of your piece fit together and flow smoothly.
· Divide into paragraphs

· Get the audience’s attention and help them understand your purpose
· Place your  ideas and support in a meaningful order

· Guide the reader through the piece with transitions and transitional elements

· End strongly

	
	

	Sentences:  All sentences should be…
· a variety of lengths
· a variety of types (compound, complex, different beginnings)
· easy to understand

· Complete and correct


	
	

	Language:  Think carefully about the words you use.
· Word choice

· Strong verbs and nouns

· Concrete and/or sensory details

· Language appropriate to the content, purpose and audience

· Concise use of language

· Correct grammar/usage


	
	

	Correctness:  Edit your pieces carefully.  Be sure to use…
·  Correct spelling, punctuation and capitalization

·  Appropriate documentation of ideas and information from outside sources (e.g., citing authors or titles within the text, listing sources)
	
	


(What do those words mean?)
· Purpose:  Why are you writing this piece?  Some of the most common purposes are:  to inform, to persuade, to narrate (i.e. to tell a story), and to entertain.  
· General and lack focus.  You can’t tell them everything you know about a subject.  You have to narrow it down. 
· Authentic:  something you would really see in a magazine, newspaper, or book

· Focused:   stick to the purpose 
· Insightful purpose:.  To be insightful, you have to show us your thinking.  You can’t just list events, facts, or ideas from a source.  We have to know your original ideas and thoughts.  
· Audience:  Who are you writing this piece for?  The audience’s needs affects all of the choices you make as you are writing.  You must think about what your audience already knows in order to decide what you need to tell them.  It also affects how you tell them.(see tone)  
· Tone:  How you say something.  For example, you would not use the same tone when writing to the principal that you use with your best friend.  
· Voice:  That means your unique personality comes through.
· Depth of idea development:  You show your reader clearly what you want to say.   If you are writing a story, you have used lots of snapshots, thoughtshots and dialogue.   If you are writing a piece to persuade, you have several reasons to support your opinion.  If you are writing to inform, you will have several main points.  But that’s not enough.  For each reason or main point, you also must include supporting details.  Those could be facts, statistics, stories, examples, or expert testimony.
· Reflective, analytical, and/or insightful idea development:  This means knowing what details are important to include and which you should leave out.  Show your thinking, rather than just listing facts.  Use critical thinking to make predictions and draw conclusions. Be original and creative.
· Genre:  a type of writing, for example:  poem, editorial, letter, personal narrative, etc.
· Applies characteristics of the genre:  Your piece follows the correct form and has the qualities of that form.  For example:  If you write a poem, it should have figurative language.  If you write an article, it should be an interesting aspect of a topic and have text features.
· Logical organization:  Your piece is easy to follow.  That means it has an introduction, body, and conclusion; is divided into paragraphs; and you have used transitions to lead from one idea to the next.
· Coherence:  The readers understand everything.  There are no big jumps or gaps that leave readers confused.
· Careful and/or subtle organization:  As you write, you carefully choose the order of your points.  Every detail is carefully placed for effect.  The readers can’t wait to read on to find out what comes next.
· Transitional elements:  These may be words or phrases to help organize points. (first, next, another example, etc.).  They may also be sentences.  In transactive pieces, text features such as section headings can also be used as transitional elements.  All of these transitional elements are important.  Without them, your sentences and paragraphs could be put in any order instead of the order you want to fulfill your purpose.
· Varied and subtle transitional elements:  Anyone can put in some transition words and phrases, but a really good writer uses a variety of transitional elements, such as sentences and white space.  And, they are used in just the right places to guide the reader through your piece.
Adapted from KDE Scoring Rubric by Sharon Thurman
(What do those words mean?)

· Control and variety in sentence structure:  Sentences which are different lengths and do not all start the same way.  You may even manipulate the lengths and types of sentences for effect.  For example, in Hatchet Gary Paulsen uses a series of fragments to show Brian’s frantic thoughts.
· Complex sentences:  These may be complex in structure (simple, compound, complex, compound-complex), types (declarative, interrogative, imperative, exclamatory), and may include a variety of clauses and phrases.  (see Write Source or your Compass for examples)
· Lacks control of sentence structure:  There are probably fragments and/or run on sentences.  You may have lots of short and choppy sentences that follow the subject/verb pattern.
· Grammar and usage:  subject/verb agreement, verb tense, pronoun agreement, commonly confused words, etc.
· Acceptable word choice:  This means choosing your words carefully.  Use vivid verbs and  specific nouns.  One very important point to remember is - don’t pick words from the thesaurus unless you know exactly what they mean. 
· Accurate, rich and/or precise word choice:  This does not mean picking lots of words from the thesaurus.  It means you use the best words for your audience and purpose.  There may be words from the thesaurus, but they are used correctly and give the reader a clear picture of what you are trying to describe.
· Control of correctness to enhance communication:  There are very few errors in spelling, punctuation, capitalization and documentation.  This also means you may manipulate errors for effect.  For example, you may use capitalization, punctuation,  or font changes to emphasize a word or phrase.  
· Documentation:  If you use any resources, those must be documented.  You may use signal words or phrases within a piece to document any quotes or paraphrases. You should also list your sources at the end of a piece in a “works cited” or “bibliography.”  
· Content, structure, and conventions:  Your pieces will be analyzed in these three areas.  Under each area there are three indicators.  To receive a score, your piece must meet at least two of the three indicators.
Adapted from KDE Scoring Rubric by Sharon Thurman
