Name:____________________

Julie’s Race (590L)
-by Wanda Hann 
The dogsled race was about to begin. Julie’s team of dogs was lined up at the starting gate. Julie stood behind them. The air was so cold that she could see her breath. Other teams were lined up, too, and the dogs were excited. Julie kept her eyes on the clock. At exactly ten o’clock, she and the other racers yelled, "Mush!" The dogs knew that meant "Go!" They leapt forward and the race began!

Julie had trained months for this race, and she hoped she and her dogs would win. Hour after hour, day after day, Julie’s dogs pulled the sled in order to get in shape for the race.

Now, they ran over snowy hills and down into frozen valleys. They stopped only to rest and eat. They wanted to stay ahead of the other teams. The racers had to go a thousand miles across Alaska. Alaska is one of the coldest places on Earth. The dogs’ thick fur coats helped keep them warm in the cold wind and weather. In many places along the route, the snow was deep. Pieces of ice were as sharp as a knife. The ice could cut the dogs’ feet. To keep that from happening, Julie had put special booties on their feet.

At first, the dogs seemed to pull the sled very slowly. They were still getting used to the race. But on the third day out, they began to pull more quickly. They worked as a team and passed many of the other racers. Once, one of the sled’s runners slid into a hole and broke. Julie could have given up then, but she didn't. She fixed it and they kept going.

When they finally reached the finish line, they found out that they had come in first place! It was a great day for Julie and her dogs.

	1.
	Which question is answered in the passage?
(RL.3.1)



	
	
	A. When did Julie finish the race?
B. Where did Julie’s race take place?

C. How many racers did Julie compete with?

D. What kind of dogs were on Julie’s team?

	
	
	

	2.
	According to the passage, how did Julie try to stay ahead of the other teams?
(RL.3.1)



	
	A.
	She trained months for this race.

	
	B.
	She put special booties on the dogs’ feet.

	
	C.
	She yelled “Mush” and the dogs knew that meant go.

	
	D.
	She stopped only to rest and eat.


	3.
	Which of the following questions is NOT answered in the passage?
(RL.3.1)



	
	A.
	What did Julie use to fix the hole in the sled’s runner? 

	
	B.
	How many miles long was the race?

	
	C.
	What helped to keep the dogs warm?

	
	D.
	What time did Julie start the race?


	4.
	Based on Julie’s actions in the story, how do you think she felt about winning the race?
(RL.3.1)


	
	A.
	upset

	
	B.
	joyful

	
	C.
	worried

	
	D.
	curious



The Butterfly
Over grassy meadows

Beneath the clear blue sky

Through golden rays of sunlight

Drifts the lovely butterfly

She sways her slender body

As gentle as a breeze

Cheerful in her freedom flight

With pure and simple ease

Her beauty shimmers brightly
With colors all aglow

Feelings of peacefulness

Are only hers to know

Once a fuzzy creature

Without beauty and grace

She now flies so elegant

In all of time and space

	
	6.  In the third stanza, why is brightly an adverb? (L3.1A)
A. Describes why the butterfly’s beauty shimmers.

B. Describes where the butterfly’s beauty shimmers.

C. Describes when the butterfly’s beauty shimmers.

D. Describes how the butterfly’s beauty shimmers.

7.  Which adjective is used to describe the creature in the poem? 
     (L3.1A)

A.  blue
B.  grassy
C.  fuzzy
D.  simple

	
	

	Far from Outer Space (670 L)

1     From far out in space, Earth looks like a blue ball. Since water covers three-fourths of the Earth’s surface, blue is the color we see most. The continents look brown, like small islands floating in the huge, blue sea. White clouds wrap around the Earth like a light blanket. The Earth is shaped like a sphere, or a ball. It is 25,000 miles around! It would take more than a year to walk around the whole planet. A spaceship can fly around the widest part of the sphere in only 90 minutes.

 2   Even though spaceships have traveled to the Moon, people cannot visit the Moon without special suits. The Moon has no air or water. Plants and animals can’t live there either. Astronauts first landed on the Moon in 1969. After that, there were six more trips to the Moon. They brought back Moon rocks, which scientists are still studying. There are holes, or craters, all over the Moon’s surface. Scientists believe that meteorites smashed into the Moon millions of years ago and formed the craters.

 3   The Sun is the closest star to Earth. A star is a hot ball of burning gas. The Sun looks very big because it is so close. But the Sun is just a medium-sized star. Billions of far-away stars are much bigger than our Sun. The burning gases from the Sun are so hot that they warm the Earth from 93 million miles away! Even though the Sun is always glowing, the night here on Earth is dark. That’s because the Earth rotates, or turns around, every 24 hours. During the day, the Earth faces the Sun. Then we see light. During the night, the Earth turns away from the Sun. Then it faces the darkness of space.

 4   Each day we learn more about the Earth, the Moon, and the Sun.

                                                               -Lauren Pierce



	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


8.  What is paragraph 1 MOSTLY about? (RI 3.2)
A. What the Earth looks like from outer space.

B. Water covers three-fourths of the Earth’s surface.
C. How long it would take a spaceship to travel around the widest part of Earth.
D. White clouds wrap around the Earth like a blanket.
9.  What is paragraph 3 MOSTLY about? (RI 3.2)
A. The burning gases from the sun are so hot they warm the Earth from 93 million miles away!
B. The sun looks very big because it is so close to the Earth.
C. The sun is the closest star to Earth and it gives us day and night.

D. The Earth rotates, or turns around, every 24 hours.
10.  Which of the following is NOT a supporting detail from paragraph 1? (RI 3.2)
A. The continents look brown, like small islands floating in the huge, blue seas.

B. From far out in space, Earth looks like a blue ball.

C. The Earth is shaped like a sphere, or a ball.

D. During the day, the Earth faces the sun.

11.  According to the passage, how do scientists think craters formed? (RI 3.2)
A. from burning gas.

B. meteorites smashed into the moon millions of years ago.

C. spaceships traveled to the moon and brought back moon rocks.

D. the moon has no air or water.

	
	


5.  Using the passage, what TWO questions could you ask to learn more about the story?


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





gas:  a substance that has no definite shape and can expand (get larger) to take up any space.





meteorites:  pieces of rock that have reached Earth from outer space.





surface: outer layer or crust





12. Earth looks very different than we see it every day from outer space. Use  


      the text Far From Outer Space to answer the questions below.  


A. Identify the main idea of this passage.


	B. List TWO supporting details from the text and explain how each 


              supports the main idea. 


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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