Name:___________________________________________

Read the passage below “Playing Her Best.” Then answer the questions that follow.
Playing Her Best


It is not easy to be a pioneer, the first person to do something special. Just look at the life of Althea Gibson. She was the first African-American woman to be a professional tennis player.
Childhood
Althea was born in South Carolina in 1927. Her parents were famers who grew cotton. It was very hard work. When Althea was three, her family moved to Harlem, a section of New York City. There, Althea learned to play tennis. Her teacher gave her an old tennis racket. In Althea’s first tennis match, she played against boys. She was able to beat every one of them.
Education

As good as Althea was at tennis, she was not a good student. She left high school to play tennis full-time. Althea won the New York State Tennis Tournament six times. She also won many American Tennis Association titles. But Althea knew that school was important, so she went back to finish high school. After she finished high school, she went on to college.
In college, Althea played against white players for the first time. She tried to join the United States Lawn Tennis Association. The association would not let her join because she was an African American. Finally, another player helped Althea become a member.

Pioneer

Althea was the first African American to both play in and win the United States Open. Even today, this is one o f the most important tennis events in the world. She also won the French Open and Wimbledon, an important tournament played in England. Again, she was the first African-American player to enter these games.
Like her parents, Althea worked very hard. She played sports hard, too. She once said, “I’d knock you down if you got in the way. I just wanted to play my best.” She did play her best. Althea Gibson was one of the best athletes of the last century. In 2003, Althea died, having left her mark on women’s sports history.

More accomplishments of Althea Gibson are the following:

· singing on a record

· appearing in a movie

· playing with the Harlem Globetrotters, a famous basketball team

· becoming the first African American to play in the LPGA (women’s professional golf league)
1. The cause is given in the chart below. Choose the correct effect for this cause.
CAUSE





EFFECT


A. She became the first African American to play in the LPGA.
B. She went back to finish high school.
C. She was an excellent tennis player.
D. She was not a good student.
2. Read the sentence below.
She played sports hard, too.

Which word in the sentence is a verb?

A. she
B. hard
C. played
D. sports
3. Which clue words help you figure out that this text is organized by sequence?

A. golf




           C. mark
B. finally





D. college
4. Use the information you read from the passage about Althea Gibson to answer the question below.
Name 3 other accomplishments Althea Gibson had in her lifetime that were not related to tennis. 
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Because Althea knew that school was important





?








