Name:___________________I can figure out the meaning of a new word when an affix is added to a word I know.

The Spelling Bee


It was the last round of the spelling bee. Sam and Maria were tied for first place. Maria’s word on her next turn was “unbearable.” Maria wasn’t sure how to spell it. 


“The summer heat was unbearable,” said the teacher.


“U-N-B-A-R-E-A-B-L-E,” Maria spelled.


“No,” said the teacher. “Sam, please spell unbearable.”


Slowly he said in a careful voice, “U-N-B-E-R-A-B-L-E.”


The teacher shook her head again. “That was incorrect,” she said, “and we are out of time. I declare the tie unbreakable!”

1. In this story the prefix un- was added to the base word bearable to change its meaning. Unbearable means
A. most bearable.
B. bearable again.
C. bearable before.
D. not bearable.
2. Use the root word breakable, to tell what the word unbreakable means in this sentence.
“I declare the tie unbreakable!”

A. certain
B. not decided
C. solved
D. sure thing

The Light in the Darkness


The caves of New Zealand are damp and dark. Small eggs hang from the walls and ceilings. After the eggs hatch, tiny blue and green lights shine in the darkness. The colorful lights come from glowworms.


Glowworms need food to help them grow. They eat other insects that enter the cave. To trap their food, glowworms put down sticky lines. The insects become caught on these sticky lines.


Glowworms attract the insects by making their bodies glow. When a glowworm is very hungry, its light will shine a little brighter. Glowworms do not eat anything after they are nine months old! The food is stored in their bodies for the rest of their lives.

3.  In this story the prefix ful- was added to the base word color to change its meaning. Colorful means

A. the most color.

B. full of color.

C. before color.

D. without color.

4. Use the root word bright, to tell what the word brighter means in this sentence.
When a glowworm is very hungry, its light will shine a little brighter.
A. before bright
B. not bright
C. more bright
D. less bright
