Name:______________________I can compare and contrast the most important points and key details of 

     two texts on the same topic.

Read the two passages below about fossil hunters who found the first dinosaur. 


EXTENDED-RESPONSE QUESTION
	Both Mary Anning and Gideon Mantell were fossil hunters that discovered dinosaurs, although who found the first dinosaur is everyone’s own opinion.  



	
	

	
	A. Describe ONE comparison and ONE contrast between the two passages. 
B. Explain why Gideon Mantell gets the credit for finding the first dinosaur in 1822 when Mary Anning found one in 1812. Use details from the passages to support your answer.

	
	



Did you know that a 13-year-old girl found the first dinosaur fossil? Mary Anning lived in Lyme Regis, England. It is near the seacoast. This area has big storms. When she was a baby, one ruined her home. And she was hit by lightning!


When she was older, Mary’s dad took her and her brother Joe to hunt for fossils. They searched the nearby cliffs. They dug out fossils. They cleaned them. Then they put them on their front porch. Collectors bought them. In 1810, when Mary was just 11 years old, her dad died. This made the family poor. But the children found and sold fossils. One day she and Joe dug out a huge head. The children could not find the rest of the skeleton. But they were thrilled. They had never seen anything like it.


A bad storm hit in 1812. Loose rocks fell from the cliffs. The rest of the skeleton was exposed! Mary saw it. She paid men to help her dig it out. It was 20 feet long. She had just found the first dinosaur. Years later scientists named it Ichthyosaurus. This sea dinosaur swam in the sea millions of years ago.


	Mary never married. She spent her life finding fossils. In 1823 she found a nearly complete skeleton of a Plesiosaurus. Five years later she found the first flying dinosaur fossil. It was a Pterosaur. Scientists bought these fossils. They studied them. Then they put them in museums. 


	During her life, people called Mary “The Fossil Woman.” But she never wrote about her findings or sought any fame. Even today few books give her credit for discovering dinosaurs. 








	Mantell, Gideon (1790-1852), was one of the first fossil hunters. In 1822, his wife saw some teeth sticking out of a rock. She showed it to him. He knew that is was a fossil. But he had no idea what the animal was.


	Mantell took the rock home. He studied it. The rock around the teeth was 130 million years old. He looked at animal skeletons to find a match. In 1824, he saw that the teeth looked like an iguana’s. Mantell wrote an article. He called the animal Iguanadon. He stated that huge lizards had once walked on Earth. Because he shared his findings, he is usually given credit for finding the first dinosaur. Others credit Mary Anning. 


	Nine years later, a whole Iguanadon skeleton was found. Mantell paid $40 for it. He spent months putting it together. He came close. But he put the two thumb claws on the forehead. He thought they were a pair of spiked horns.


	Mantell wrote more articles about dinosaurs. He told about their teeth. Those with flat teeth, like the stegosaurus, ate plants. Those with pointed teeth, like the T-Rex, ate animals. He stated that dinosaurs were reptiles and laid eggs.











































































































