Name:___________________I can use context clues to figure out the meaning of a word or phrase.

The Hair and the Tortoise

To prove he was the fastest animal in the forest, the hare challenged the tortoise to a race. Early in the race, the hare was far ahead. He decided to take a nap. The tortoise trudged on slowly, and before long he passed the lazy slumbering hare. He crossed the finish line long before the hare. When the hare woke up, he began running. When he reached the finish line, he was surprised to see the tortoise waiting for him.
1. In the phrase, “the tortoise trudged on slowly,” what does trudged mean?
A. leaped
B. ran
C. swam
D. walked
2. In the passage, what does the word slumbering mean?
A. slow
B. asleep
C. awake
D. alert
A Great Man

My father, James McNally, is the bravest man I know. He and I arrived in New York City on May 15, 1847. We sailed from Ireland on a small, crowded ship. It was very uncomfortable. Many people lost hope during the journey, but Papa never did.

In Ireland my father had been a potato famer. One year, disease spread to the crops, and the potatoes were ruined. Instead of giving up, Papa made a hard choice. He brought us to this big, strange city. He says that someday we will buy our own farmland. I believe him. I am proud to be his son.
3. In the phrase, “We sailed from Ireland on a small, crowded ship. It was uncomfortable.” What does uncomfortable mean?

A. not likeable

B. quick

C. newly made
D. beautiful
4. In the passage, what does the word ruined mean?
A. cooked
B. frozen
C. unable to be eaten
D. sold at a market
