Name:___________________I can determine the meaning of words related to a specific topic.

How to Saddle a Horse
To saddle a horse, stand on its left side. Put a saddle pad on the horse’s back. Place the pad behind the horse’s withers at the bottom of his neck. Gently place the saddle on the pad.

Next, check the position of the stirrups. These are the rings that are attached by straps to the saddle. Make sure the stirrups are rolled up neatly at the top of the saddle. If they are hanging down, they will get caught under the saddle.

The cinch should go under the horse’s belly, just behind the front legs. The cinch attaches to both sides of the saddle. This holds the saddle in place. Once you have the saddle on the horse, you are ready to put on its headgear. This is known as the bridle.

1. The author writes, “Place the pad behind the horse’s withers.” What does the word withers mean?
A. hooves
B. ears
C. shoulders
D. back
2. What holds the saddle in place?

A. the stirrups
B. the cinch

C. the horse’s belly
D. the saddle pad

Choose TWO words from the passage that you would need to know to learn how to saddle a horse. Explain what each word means using clues from the passage.
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